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THE WHITE HOUSE 


Was h i NGTO 


March 2, 1966 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 341 


Esesu'lvo Rostov 

~TF& ' ~jL 



TO 


SUEJECT: 


The Secretary, of State 
The Secretary of Defense 

The Administrator of the Agency for International Devalopmenl 
The Director of. the Central Intelligence Agency 
The Cnaiman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff • 

The Director of the United States Information Agency 

The Direction, . Coordination and Supervision of Interdepart- 
mental Activities Overseas. 


of forei™ S a™l i VN ryin ® 0Ut W res P°nsibilities for the conduct ' 

Oi ioreign afxairs, I have assigned to the Secretary of State author-; -*-v 

and responsibility to the full extent permitted h^av to OtoaN 
oCthe^niterstitST “ d = "--' irviEio “ ot interdepartmental activities 

Stera:paSnSl A r i6tan V eCretarieS ° f ^ g a 

otohe tha ref “ ral * * “«« * the' decision 

,. Astivitie ; are internal to the execution, and administration ~ ’ 

proS^lnTr SlSSlSS’S OtoSm.T overseas 6 f 

iatfera in th^VftS ^ 
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over wr.etner a matter is interdepartmental or not in the meaning of this 
ISAM, the procedure sot forth herein will be invoked which permits a dis= 
renting department or agency to appeal from the decision of an executive 
chairman to the, next higher, authority. _ 

1. CCho Senior •Intcrdcoartrr.cn-tal Grout? 

_ • , ^ 

10 ass ism tno Secretary of State in die." ; his authority and 

responsibility for interdepartmental matters vhiw 1 ...not be dealt with" ' 
adequately am lower levers oi- by present established procedures, including 

.5 ne ^el^encje^C^uaity-jj, the Senior Interdepartmental “Croup (SIG) 
^is esoa5l‘isn-v». The SiG shall consist ' of the Under Secretary of State, ' a 


Svc_^es Rai. ormation Agency, and the Special Assistant to the President for 
.... clonal Security Affairs. Representatives of other departments and agencies 
.. .. -n responsibility for specific matters to be considered will attend on \ 
—.vitation by the Chairman. ' \ 


State by 


ihe Senior Interdepartmental Group will assist the Secretary of 


a » ensuring tnat important foreign policy problems requiring 
interdepartmental attention receive f ull , prompt and 
. systematic consideration; 

o„-. dealing promptly with interdepartmental matters referred 
■_ oy die , Assistant Secretaries of State or raised by any of 
ius menoers, or, if such matters require higher level cQn^ 
srderation, reporting them promptly to, the Secretary of 
State for appropriate handling; 

Co assuring a proper selectivity of the areas and issues -to 
which the United States Government applies its resources; 

do carrying out the duties and responsibilities set forth in ■ 
1TSAM 124 and related subsequent NSAKs of the Special Group' 
(counterinsurgency), which is hereby abolished; and 

e ° conducting periodic surveys and checks to verify the adequacy 
and eff e rdveaess, of. , interdepartmental overseas programs and 
activities, 
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She SIC- will r'op"- t, 

speeiaily.at the call of the Cha^r--^^' V" State -ocularly and ■ 

2* f *** staff of oerso^l^, ^ Caateaaa ^ill be snorted 

QuS and a S e ncies represented on thTsiC?* ^ 1113 re * uest the depart. 


2 * Henional 


Sta te, an Interdepartmental 
of the :•!• 

he Sfie 2 “ ^anization'of the ^f^ 5 e ! ea ^e from 


USIA and 


Defense, AID, CIA theO^^f ^ d a ^eisnated : 

the White house or KSC ^ ° f the Joia t. Chiefs of St— TR~ a 

pennies with respon^SSy for* !f Seata t^s of other depfeents ~ d ! 
a^end on invitation by the Ch-’i-^ 601 ^^ 0 otters to be considered will 
°e patterned on the SIC. . ^ Ueet ^ staffing procedurefwiU 

Chairmen of £ecreta ^es, in their canaci-i es a— 

■tne^coantries in their region ^nd of^th^f* ^ ° f Uni ted‘ States ooli^or"' 
SlScSio-f *&*?*«*' resources <4*“’ 

rents in the -e<-ic n SJ — ' Q 'f sxve a 2gression directed a"- pa " OJ - c , ular;i ry vatchf; 

^d, when s^eh S-SerfS ^ ^ ited states £ S a *? ve « 

appropriate' measures ~a "m - * G , ‘ llGrler Devel consideration will °° "• air ‘tai 
situations in thnir reVST* “f"** *»***>« 
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